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WE are called upon in this issue to announce the death of another of the honored fathers of Ursinus College, the Rev.
Henry W. Super, D. D., LL. D., who
was sum1ll0ned to his eternal rest on Friday evening, ovember 26, 1897. The
issues of the BULLETIN for December 15
and January I will be combined and the
doub le issne will be made a memorial
number in his honor.
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THE Thanksgiving Proclamation of
President McKin ley is a model of logical,
grammatical and rhetorical neatness and
correctness. Whether such proclamations come directly from the pen of the
president or from that of a secretary, we
do not know, but the president is willing
to subscribe his name and we therefore
ascribe to him' the credit for the literary
merit of the production,
It is interesting to note in this connection that President Cleveland preserved
the same logical arrangement and much
the same sentiment in all the Thanksgi ving proclamations which he issued,
and the first, made in 1885, differs but
slightly from the last, made in 1896.
In logical arrangement of parts, at least,
President McKinley could not do better
than likewise preserve the form which
he has adopted in his first proclamation.
In sentiment and beauty of expression,
however, his proclamation can hardly be
said to measure up to that of his predecessor. It is rather more rigid in expression, and being more formal, appeals
less to individual interest.
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OW that the greatest football season
that has yet come to pass ill the history
of the game, is at an end, the newspapers
in general are giving much space to discussions on the game. All sorts of views
are taken and it is very evident that the
problem of the game's popularity is by
no means settled. In summing up the
accidents of the season it will be found
that they mainly occurred in cases where
there was lack of training, and that college games were comparatively free from
serious accidents. l' he people must
learn that not everybody can play football but that trained players are required.
As soon as this fact is observed accidents
will become much more rare and the ban
of popular disfavor will be removed.
To show the force of this truth we need
but study the progress of the game in
some one of the great universities. The
Philadelphia Press in November, 1893,
con tained the following: "The tax football makes upon physical endurance of
players is shown by the fact that eleven

of the p1ayers at H arvard are on the sick
Jist. The record of the ailments includes bronchitis, pneumonia, disjointed
ankle, wrenched knee, injured shoulder
and other kindred complaints. Football,
Ii ke every other test of human endurance,
follows the Darwinian role of the survival
of the fittest." To show how the evils
of the game have been overcome in the
last four years we cite the following from
the same journal in referring to the Pennsylvania-Harvard game of several days
ago: "The struggle was hard, the desire
to win intense, and no honorable effort
to score was omitted on either side. But
of rough playing there was little and it
was checked as soon as discovered. It is
not in running up a large score that a
football team shows the highest skill and
training, but in the restraint it exhibits
under the greatest tension." It is to be
hoped that the opponents of football will
turn their attention to improving the
game for there is little chance for its abolition.

LITERARY CONTRIBUTIONS.
CHARLES DICKENS AS A NOVELIST.

In the Poets' Corner of Westminster
Abbey lie the remains of Charles Dickens.
This great mall-for he was great- has
given to the world some of the finest
products of fiction . The very name of
Dickens calls to our mind some pleasant
novel tinged with humor or filled with
wonderful pathos. Dickens may thus be
called, not the greatest, but the most popular of English novelists.
His most famous work is David Copperfield. When we consider that this is,

in part, a history of the author's own life
we need not wonder why we ascribe to
it the highest praises. The author himself called David Copperfield "the child
of his fancy," and throughout the whole
book David Copperfield, with all his fo llies, anxieties, joys and sorrows, finds
comfort and sympathizing love in the
heart of his biographer. But there is
another fact which to the critical reader
may seem almost inconsistent; and th at
is that David Copperfield should so
hastily centre his affections on poor,
innocent, wavering Dora, when at th e
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same time there was a grand opportunity
for returning the love of one whose character was so noble and pure, whose life
was so Christlike, whose love was so true.
A few more Agnes Wickfields in the
world, and life would soon be "pointing
upward."
There are other characters in David
Copperfield which attract our attention.
Tom Traddles and "the girls" amuse us
and the story of Steerforth and little Emily arouses our sympathies.
In the opinion of the writer, Charles
Dickens showed his greatest ability as a
writer of novels when he wrote Dombey
and Son. Here he has portrayed the pathetic side of life. His allegory of what
the waves were always saying is a master figure. It has been said that many
persons have wept after having read the
account of the death of little Paul. But
the Christian sentiment which pervades
this work is beautiful and even sublime.
Who but one thoroughly imbued with
Christian principles could have said
"Oh thank God, all who see it, for that older
fashion yet of immortality! And look upon us,
angels of young children, with regards not quite
estranged when the swift river bears us on to the
ocean! "

In this work we have fortitude exemplified in the life and character of Florence Dombey. She is the Agnes Wickfield of Dombey and Son, and is an example of Dickens's power in delineation of character. And yet she is not
perfect; she has her failings, for the characters of Dickens have their qualities of
good and of evil and are so far true to
life.
Of Dickens's works, Oliver Twist IS
undoubtedly the most sensational, and
for this reason it has often been condemned. But if those who thus condemn
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Oliver Twist would consicier the lIIotive
which evidently prompted the author to
write it, they would probably change
their opinions. In this work Charles
Dickens has revealed the slums of London, and surely no work of fiction which
reveals a danger to a community ought
to be condemned. His characters here,
it is to be admitted, are not of the highest type. Bill Sikes posses es all the
characteristics of a villain, and Fagin the
Jew is true to his nationality; and yet
Oliver Twist seems to have a sense of
right and always resists wrong when he
is conscious of it.
Such is Charles Dickens as a novelist.
He has written other books which in
themselves are very good, but the above
named seem to show him best as a novelist alld place hiIlI aIlIong the leading
writers of his day. These works will live
as long as fiction endures. Nothing can
ever obliterate the memory of David Copperfield or DOIlIbey and S)n or Oliver
Twist. Their sentiments alone will keep
them alive, for their characters are human
alId rest in the belief that
"To err is human; to forgive, divine."

B. F. P AIST, '99.
PREPARATION FOR A PROFESSION.

For all professions of life we require a
good preparation. The world is looking
today not for more bnt better professional
men. The unnecessary haste of the
modern father to place his son in a professional career is detrimental to the professions, to the public and to the perSO:1
who has been pushed into that position
for which he is not prepared. The problem now faces us, how can we remedy
this great evil which no one can deny is

44

llRSINUS COI.l.f':GE Btll.LETIN.

upon U S? W e think there is but one
a nswer to thi s question. Ci\'e the boy
in whom yo u have g reat hupcs a better
preparation. This wonld fit him to become a man a mong men and master of
his position. Th e question may be asked,
how are we to prepare young m en before they take up professional work?
We answer, since the courses of our colleges have been ar ra nged to suit every
requirem ent, have th em take a college
course. E\'eryone will adlllit that a thorough conrse in biology is essential to
snccess in Medicine. We can point to
those who are in the work today, who
ha\"e had this preparation, and who stand
as giants in their profession. They far
outstrip those persons who are not so
well prepared.
A short sketch of the work done in
some of our colleges where a special
course is mapped out for the student contemplating the study of medicine will
perhaps enlighten some person as to
its value. vVe take Ursinus as a typical
example. Th e stunent studies Organic
and Inorgan ic Chem istry in Sophomore
year; Biology, Osteology and Embryology in the Junior year; Physiology, Histology and Zoology in S enior year. In
each year the student is requ ired to spend
five hours or more weekly in the laboratory. Such a preparation fits a young
man to take up the study of medicine to
advantage.
A college course gives the medical
student not only a special preparation
for his profession but also fits him to
study and handle subjects outside of his
realm. He becomes a broad man, having had a glimpse of the greatness of the
unknown. He is able to reason much
better and state more accurately and
clearly that which he observes. The

world would he benefited anel the science
of med ici ne would be placed upon a h igher plane if a college course were required
of all men entering the medical school.
The pulpit suffers Inore th an any other
profession from poorly trained men.
Men are frequ e ntly introduced into the
ministry because they have a little zeal
and a good Ch ristian character. The
education and mental culture which are
absolutely essential to the profession are
not required of them. Diligence, goo d
sense and fluent speech are endeavoring
to supply lack of learning in the pnlpit.
A college course ought to be required
of every student before he is admitted to
the Theologica l School. And during
his college course, it were well, if the
prospective preacher would take up Biology and Embryology. Of course, he
should not slight his Classics for a science, but since one science is required of
him during his course, it were well to
choose that one from which he would
receive the most benefit.
A prospective preacher should study
Biolog\' because it broadens his view of
life and gives him a better knowledge of
himself. He should know also something about animal life. We cannot
think of anything that would give hi1l1 a
more adeqnate idea of th is than to trace
its development through the different
stages. By the same process he would
become acquainted with the function of
every organ of the human body. And
since we are in the age of evolution, it
is well to become acquainted with some
of the problems which are confronting the
theologian. It does not necessarily fol low that if one study Biology, he will become an evolutionist. Few if any of our
young men who take the Biological
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course believe in "Darwin's th eory," although we think a knowl edge of the
"Darwinian Theory" is importa nt. The
classical course which includes Biology
would make the preacher fertile in illustrations and more accurate in his statements. The sermon without illustrations is dry and lacks the liveliness which
is required to make the listener interested.
To the person who expects to study
law, a college course is indispensable.
There the fundamental principles of reasoning are imparted to him and he receives a traiuing which serves him well
all his lifetime. His English is polished
and his arguments in debate made thoroughly logical.
Our earnest desire is to see all professional men college bred. And it is pleasing to note that many of the professional
schools require the necessary A . B. degree. Since applicants to the professions
are plentiful, why not choose the best
fitted meu ?
P. M. 0., '98.
SPURNED.
A mother bows on bended knees
With burning tears a nd prays;
For, like a dreaul, ber son she sees
In wild and erring ways.
Her mind goes back a full score years,
She sees his infant face,
Now wreathed in smi les, now bathed in tears,
Now lit with childish grace.
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His ch il dish prattle, illfallt wiles,
Had been her life and joy.
She'd sympathized in all his trials:
H e was her only boy.

When he was sick and nigh to death,
H ow ma ny tears she shed!
She watched with hope each fevered breathShe lived beside his bed.
H e wellt to school as years g rew Oil,
S he watched his progress there.
The father died. When he was gone,
The son was a ll her care.

Then bitter poverty she braved,
But not by it undone
She toiled, denied herself and saved
To educate h er son.
But he, ung rateful son, h ad spent
His life in giddy play.
His comrades-all of equal bentPron ounced him " jolly, gay."
And now today h er voice h e'd spurned.
H e'd turned away his ear,
And thus denied the love she earned;
His heart was cold and sear.
Do yo u not hope that God above
May hea r the mother' s voice,
Restore her SOil, requ ite her lo ve
And bid h er h eart rej oice?
Do you say "yes?" Yet you refuse
To hear the Savior's voice,
For day by day he bids you ch oose
And make his way your choice.
'Twas sin to spurn the l11othl"'r's love,
To spurn Christ's love is worse,
For sin against high Heaven above
I ncurs the Father'S curse.
Your heart from self and si n rel ease,
Cease your rebellious war,
Accept the Savior'S terms of peace
And live forevermore.
P., rgoo.

COLLEGE NEWS.
LIBRARY NOTES.

The following books have been added to
the library. Many of them are reference books and will be of great use to
the students.

Matt-Strategic Points in the World's Conquest;
The Universities and Colleges as related to the
Progress of Christianity.
L eona rd-Hundred Years of Missions.
H Olllmel-Ancient H ebrew Tradition.
Dr. Good.
Hausser-Period of the Reformation.
Mrs. Barnard.
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CatechisllI.
Harbaugh-Plea for the Lord's Portion.
Sy nod Minutes, 179[-[8[7.
Prof. Jlinke.
Ricardo-Political Economy.
El1Ierton-Medireval E urope.
Ransol1le-History of England ; Introduction to
the Middle Ages.
Thatcher and Schwill-Europe in the Middle
Ages.
Duruy-llistory of the lIIiddle Ages.
Sl1Iith-Smaller Classical Dictionary.
Michelet-Life of Luther.

SCHAFF LECTURE.

The Schaff Literary Society gave its
annual lecture, Thursday eveniIlg, Nov.
II, 1897, in Bomberger Memorial HaJl,
the speaker of the evening being Judge
Alfred Ellison, Indiana's eminent jurist,
orator and poet. The subject of his lecture was, "Kings and Queens: or Earth's
True Royalt y." He showed th at character and not riches, rank and influence
make the true king and queen. The following testimonial is clipped from the
Daily Democrat, a newspaper of his native town, and admirably sets forth his
talents as a public speaker:
The signal success scoren by Judge
EJlison in his lecture on "Kings and
Queens," Delivered at the Christian
church last night, proved that a lecturer
may obtain honor 011 the rostrum even
in his own town. He was greeted by a
peculiar audience. It was large, intelligent and exceedingly critical. It was
such an audience that tests the metal of
any speaker. There are two places where
public speakers or lecturers dread-the
coJlege town and the lecturer's home.
Yet Judge EJlison has good reason for
feeling proud over the triumph he
achieved in his own town last nignt.
The lecture has for its central thought,

character and not wealth or station lI1ake.:;
th e 111an, and around this central idea
cluster a ll the flowers and beauties of
rhetoric. Th e lecture as a whole is a
briJliant literary gem, and it delighted
a nd pleased everyone last evening.
PSYCHOLOGICAL. APPARATUS.

Several pieces of new apparatns for the
equi p1l1ent of the psychological laboratory have arrived during the last few
days.
A chronograph, with an electric tuning fork of 100 vibrations per second, and
auxiliary instruments for the measnreurement of the reaction time of the vocal organs, made by Wesselhoft, special
mechanic to the Luiversity of HaJle
has been imported by the coJlege. A
registering perimeter has been purchased from Queen and Co., of Philadelphia, and a set of ninety colored papers
has been procured from Hammett & Co.,
of Boston, for optical tests.
RELIGIOUS MEETINGS.

The series of religious services held
during the Week of Prayer by the Y. M.
C. A., was very interesting throughout.
The meetings were held in the coJlege
chapel each evening from seven to eight
o'clock. Announcell1ents of the services
were made fro111 tlte pulpits of neighboring churches, through the papers and on
the bulletin boards, so that there was a
goodly attendance of townspeople. The
students turned out weJl except on Monday evening, when there was a conflicting
appointment by a college organization.
Rev. H. M. Dyckman of Pottstown spoke
at the first meeting, and made a splendid
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address on "Life as a Revealer of Life,"
in which he impressed the students with
the fact that sin will out even in this life.
He was followed in the next meeting by
Rev. Dr. Zartman of Philadelphia, who
preached a very impressive sermon on the
text, "Keep thyself pure." Rev. Prof.
Hinke of the theological filculty spoke
Wednesday evening. He based his remarks on the text, "Can any good thing
come ou t of Nazareth?" Rev. Dr. James
I. Good of the theological school conducted the services on Thursday and Friday evenings. In his first address he
drew a powerful lesson from the question
of Jesus, "Simon Peter, lovest thou me?"
The interest aroused in his first address
was greatly deepened by the second, in
which the subject was "The Power of an
Endless Life."
The interest increased from day to day,
and the good results of the meetings can
be read in the daily lives of the students.
The subjects for thought propounded in
these addresses could not help but elevate
the moral life of everyone whose good
fortune it was to hear them.
LOCALS.

Keiter, 190I, spent last Friday in Philadelphia.
Doctor Mensch was away on business
a few days last week.
Miss Young, 1901, recently visited
friends in Philadelphia.
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The anniversary of the Schaff Literary
Society will be held Friday evening, Decemher 17.
Theodore Searing and J. F. Mallatrast
of Germantown were recent visitors to
the college.
Dr. Good presided at the meeting of
the Evangelical Alliance in Harrisburg on
November 17.
The Rev. C. H. Coon of Philadelphia
accompanied Dr. Sechler to College on
N ovem ber 19.
S. I. Cadwallader, ex '99, a student at
Jefferson Medical College, visited friends
at Ursinus, November 21.
Some wise (?) student has assumed it
as his duty to correct and improve the
notices on the bulletin board in the main
building.
At a meeting of the Athletic Association, November 23, D. E. Hottenstein,
1900, was elected Manager of the Base
Ball Team.
Mrs. I. P. Bowman of Philadelphia was
the guest of her children; Miss Eva and
Willard, both of the class of 1901, a few
days last month.
Mr. W. S. Bahner, Waynesboro, Pa., a
student at the Philadelphia Dental College, visited Om wake, '98, and Bickel,
1900, on the 13th ult.

Bodder, 1900, who was on the sick list
for several days, is able to be about again.

As the season for out-door athletics is
over, it is expected that students will be
more regular in their attendance upon
the gymnasiulll exercises.

A large number of students attended a
church bazaar iu Norristown, November
IS·

Invitations have been issned for the
monthly faculty receptions at Olevian Hall. The dates are, December 9,
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January 6, February 3, March 3 and
May 5.
The following students spent Than ksgiving at their homes: Orr, '98, Kerstetter, '98, Buchanan, '99, and Kratzer,
190I, Philadelphia; Oberholtzer, '99,

Bowman, 1901, and Rapp, A., Phocnixville; Shelley, S. T., 1900, Manheim;
Zerbe, '99, Heilmandale; Fogel, 1901,
Fogelsville; Landis, '99, Pennsburg;
Welker, A., Red Hill; Knoll, I90I, Reading; Isett, '99, Hamburg.

ATHLETICS.

The last game of the season, which
was with Villanova, was in no way such
a one as our team desired but as they
acted in a manner entirely proper and
gentlemanly, they are to be congratulated and we feel proud of them.
On November 17, the day arranged to
play the game, the team journeyed by
coach from Norristown. Upon arriving
at their destination the players were
chilled through and through. They
were then given qnarters in which there
was very little heat if any. Whether intentionally or not we are not prepared to
say, but it remains a fact that their manager sent our team on the field about
twenty minutes before their team appeared. Owing to the strong, cold wind
our men were obliged to seek shelter in
a shed and as may be imagined were not
in condition to play.
About five minutes after beginning to
play, Villanova by rushing our line made
a touchdown and a goal. A second touchdown was scored and a goal kicked within the next six minutes. Ursinus, now
getling in normal condition, kept the
ball mostly in the centre of the field and
prevented further scoring. Three minutes before the end of first half Villanova
punted. Lerch catching the ball was
advancing it with Kelley as interference

when Villanova's half-back deliberately
slugged Kelley. The umpire, Dr. Off,
having warned the Villanova players for
slugging, which was a part of their game
from the beginning, ruled their half-back
out of the game. Breslin who was acting
captain refused to abide by the umpire's
decision. After ten minutes delay, instead of three as set forth by the rules, Ursinus left the field, Villanova having forfeited the game. Captain Bagley, who on
account of an injury was occupying the
side-line advised the acting captain to continue the game as the umpire was right
in his decision. Immediately our team
was sent for but as the players had already removed their football togs, and
above all knowing that they had acted
properly, the captain re:used to continue
the game.
After realizing that they were in the
wrong their manager had the audacity to
refuse to pay the guarantee.
Inasmuch as Ursinus has 1.ever yet recei ved honorable treat men t at the hands
of Villanova athletic teams, it is the unanimous opinion that athletic relations with
this college should be discontinued.
Such action will be entirely justifiable
from the fact that a number of other
colleges refused to play them t his
year.
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ALUMNI PERSONALS.
'72. Rev. Henry Leisse, A. M., S. T.,
of Orwigsburg, Pa., accompanied by his
wife, visited the college recently. The
death of his brother-in-law, Mr. J. D. Alderfer, a member of St. Luke's choir for
many years, made their visit a sad one.
'74. Professor M. Peters, A. M., B. D.,
has regained his health and is spending
the winter with his brother in Chicago.
'75. Rev. E. Garver Williams, A. M.,
B. D., has found time in connection
with his regular duties as a pastor, to
translate a number of important works
of the father of the Reformed church.
His present field of labor is at Waldo,
Marion County, Ohio.
'75. The death of Rev. Adam Boley,
S. T., in Philadelphia, while suffering
from nervous depression, will be regretted
by all who remember the gentle spirit
a,nd poetic temperament of the German
student of the theological class of '75.
'76. Prof. John M. Leisse, A. M., has
retired from professional I i fe and has been
devoting himself to agricultural pursuits
at his nati\'e place, Robesonia, Pa.
'76. Rev. H. J. Welker, A. M., is pastor of one of the oldest Refor11led churches
in the United States, the Tulpehocken
church, near Stouchsburg, Berks county,
Pa., which celebrated its first communion in 1727. During the summer their
present house of worship was thoroughly
renovated and modernized . The choir
gallery has been placed in the rear of the
pulpit in a large recess built for the purpose, the walls of which have been decorated with landscape paintings by the
pastor's OWl! hands. His parish is large
and his labors abundant.

'77. E. F. Slough, Esq., A. M., is one
of the reliable attorneys of the N orristown bar. His legal career has been
marked by steady progress.
'78. The congregation of the Rev. L.
D. Stambaugh, S. T., at R,ehrersburg, Pa.,
celebrated its semi-centennial anniversary in October last. In connection with
his ministerial labors pastor Stambaugh
prepares young people of his community
for college.
'79. Rev. N. W. A. Helffrich, A. M.,
resides in Allentown, Pa., and is pastor
of five congregations in Lehigh county,
which have been served by him and his
ancestors, a continuo1\s line of clergymen,
for more than a century.
'84. Rev. D. L . Fogelman, A. M., is
pastor of a prosperous Lutheran chnrch
at Danville, Pa.
'85. Rev. E. P. Shell hamer, A. M.,
of York, Pa., is actively engaged in promoting a new missionary enterprise in
the city of his residence.
'87. Walter Bomberger, B. S., has
been holding a position in the Ticket
Receiver's Office of the Pennsylvania
Railroad at Pittsburg, Pa., si nce the
World's Fair in 1892.
'87. Rev. J. A. Mertz, A. M., S. T.,
after a uniformly successful pastorate of
ten years in the East Vincent Reformed
church, Chester county, was installed
pastor of the Durham charge, Berks county, on Sunday, November 14. His address is Riegelsville, Pa.
'88. Rev. A. D. Wolfinger, S. T., pastor of the Rockingham charge in the famous Shenandoah Valley, Virginia, is rep-

50

URSINUS

COLLEGE

BULLETIN.

resented at Ursinus by a young 1I1an who
will enter college in '98.

tion to his regular pastorate work, with
a view of organizing a congregation.

'89' On a recent Sunday Rev. I. Calvin Fisher, A. 1\1., pastor of St. 1\lark's
church, Lebanon, Pa., gathered a freewill offering of $850 from his people toward the liquidation of a debt on their
church property.

'94· L. J. Rohrbaugh's call to Trinity
Refor1l1ed church, Allentown, has been
confirmed by Lehigh Classis, and he has
been installed pastor of the charge.

'91. George W. Filbert, Jr., B. S.,
D. D. S., has established a successful
dental practice at 2037 Colum bia Avenue,
Philadelphia.

'92. Rev. Thomas H. Medd, A. B., is
pursuing a course of graduate study at
Princeton University.
'92. Rev. E. S. Noll has commenced to
hold services at Hillsgrove, Pa., in addi-

'94. Howard H. Long, A. B., has
been elected pastor of the St. Vincent
Reformed church, Chester county. His
address will be Spring City, Pa.
'95. Rev. 1\Iorgan A. Peters, A. B.,
pastor of Zion's Reforfned church, York,
dedicated a fine Sunday-school building,
erected by his church, on November I4.
The building stands in the rear of his
church, and is thoroughly modern and
up-to-date in all its appointments.

COLLEGE WORLD.
HOSTILITY to football is the latest of
Bob Ingersoll's infidel ideas.
THE department of oratory of Cornell
offers a course in debate.-Ex.
THE tendency seems to be to eliminate the jokes from the local column of the
college paper.

The JUll£ata EellO reports a new building and an addition to the faculty of
Juniata College of which Martin G. Brumbaugh is president.
"PORTIA" is the subject of an article
in The College Folio. The writer has
submitted a very excellent portrayal of
this beautiful feminine character.
TEACHERS will find "Mechanical Instruction at Girard College" interesting
ane perhaps suggestive. It may be found
in the November Steel and Gamet.

STANFORD University, after having received its share of the Stanford estate
will have an income treble that of the
hitherto richest American university,
Harvard.-hx.
Two good football numbers are before
us, viz., Tlte College Student and Tlte
Free Lance. The fortner contains some
interesting reminiscences; the latter gives
the gridiron records of State College since

'87
THE person who, in whatever situation in life he may be placed, follows the
call of duty, and uses his advantages for
the uplifting and ennobling of himself
and his fellow creatures buiLds himself
into the structure of hnmanit'y in a way
that adds both strength and beauty to the

design.-Peddie Clirolll'c/f'.

